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 For over a decade, I have studied and worked to eliminate the statutes of limitations for child sex abuse, 
and defended window legislation in the courts.  I am here today to support this noble cause to create justice for 
long-silent child sex abuse victims in Pennsylvania.   I was a consultant to Philadelphia District Attorney Lynne 
Abraham for the Grand Jury Report on child sex abuse in the Philadelphia Archdiocese.

 I am a graduate of Penn State’s Graduate School and the University of Pennsylvania Law School and 
have resided in Bucks County since 1984.   My husband, who is a graduate of St. Joseph’s University, is co-
founder and President of VIP Products, a successful, family-owned chemical company, which has been operating 
in Philadelphia for 40 years.  Our children have been educated in the outstanding Council Rock School District. 

 I have studied the outcomes of SOL reform in numerous states, and I will testify that it has dramatically 
increased public knowledge of predator identities and the institutions that have enabled pedophiles.  It has not 
shut down organizations or valuable programs, but it has given thousands of survivors the message that we do not 
blame them for the abuse they suffered.  It has also shifted the cost of their long-term therapy from them and the 
state to the institutions and individuals who caused the abuse.  

 SOL reform is empowering to victims and their families, and terrifying to pedophiles and their supporting 
institutions.  It finally levels the playing field so that victims can come forward when they are ready and those 
creating the conditions for abuse are on notice that they do not have a safe haven in an arbitrary legal technicality.

On this issue, Pennsylvania’s legislators need to do what is right and not just what is politically expedient.  
The lobbyists for the Catholic bishops have paid hundreds of thousands if not millions of dollars to defeat 
legislative reform for child sex abuse victims.   They are destroying their own institution, many survivors’ lives, 
and oppressing incest victims with their immoral and unethical position on SOL reform.

 I will also testify that window legislation is constitutional in Pennsylvania.  There are states where there 
are cases that would be a barrier to window legislation.   Not so in Pennsylvania.

 Thanks to the many organizations and survivors who have worked tirelessly for SOL reform, including 
Justice4PAKids , BishopAccountability.org, Cardozo Advocates for Kids (CAK), Child Protection Project, Child 
Victim's Voice of Delaware, Foundation to Abolish Child Sex Abuse (FACSA), International Cultic Studies 
Association (ICSA), Jewish Board of Advocates for Children (JBAC), Justice for Children, MaleSurvivor, 
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National Black Church Initiative (NCBI), National Crime Victim Bar Association (NCVBA), National District 
Attorneys Association,  Parents for Megan's Law - The Crime Victim's Center, Rabbinical Council of America, 
Rape Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN), Road to Recovery, Safe4Athletes, Stop the Silence: Stop Child 
Sexual Abuse, Survivors for Justice, Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP), The Leadership 
Council.

BIO:

MARCI A. HAMILTON is one of the United States’ leading church/state scholars and holds the 
Paul R. Verkuil Chair in Public Law at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University, 
where she specializes in church/state issues and the dynamics of child sex abuse in institutional settings.  
She is an advocate for child sex abuse victims, collaborates with numerous organizations dedicated to 
helping survivors and their families, leads efforts for legislative reform -- particularly statute of 
limitations reform -- and represents survivors of abuse in a wide variety of institutional settings, 
including churches, schools, and universities.   During 2012, she was honored as one of Pennsylvania’s 
Women of the Year, and received the National Crime Victim Bar Association’s Frank Carrington 
Champion of Civil Justice Award. 

Professor Hamilton is the author of JUSTICE DENIED: WHAT AMERICA MUST DO TO PROTECT ITS 
CHILDREN (Cambridge University Press 2008, 2012); GOD VS. THE GAVEL: RELIGION AND THE RULE OF 
LAW (Cambridge University Press 2005, 2007); and the co-editor of FUNDAMENTALISM, POLITICS, AND 
THE LAW (Palgrave Macmillan 2011).  She is currently a bi-monthly columnist for www.justia.com and 
was a bi-monthly columnist for www.findlaw.com for ten years.  Professor Hamilton was lead counsel 
for the City of Boerne, Texas, in Boerne v. Flores, 521 U.S. 507 (1997), before the United States 
Supreme Court in its seminal federalism and church/state case holding the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act unconstitutional. She has been a visiting professor at Princeton University, New York 
University School of Law, Emory University School of Law, and the Princeton Theological Seminary.  
Professor Hamilton clerked for Associate Justice Sandra Day O’Connor of the United States Supreme 
Court after graduating from the University of Pennsylvania Law School; the Graduate School of 
Pennsylvania State University; and Vanderbilt University.  
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