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Statement in support of Child Victims Act sponsored by Assemblywoman Marge Markey 
and Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson.    
 
I am 52 years old and live outside Washington DC where I grew up. I am a former NFL 
player. I played with the Philadelphia Eagles and the Chicago Bears. One year I even 
had the great honor to play in the Superbowl.  
 
As  a 13 year old child I was sexually abused by a Washington D.C. policeman. He was 
a neighbor whom I had revered. All of us kids in the neighborhood looked up to him.  
In an instance, my childhood innocence was stripped from me. Replacing my innocence 
has been a lifetime of fear, pain and paranoia.  
 
It was my first sexual experience, a very illegal and negative act to say the least.  
I was too frightened and confused to tell my Father or Mother about it. At age 13, I was 
incapable of processing what had happened. Somehow in my 13 year old mind I 
believed this was my fault. Compounding my pain and confusion, the man who 
committed the sex crime upon me told me not to talk about it.  
 
From that point on my life was forever changed and my life became a living hell. I know 
now, after years of struggling internally, that the rape led to many dysfunctional areas 
and actions in my life. 
 
It took me all these years to be able to talk about the experience. Not long after my 
mother passed away I finally felt free enough to report what had happened when I was 
13. I could not tell while my mother was still alive because I wanted to spare her the 
pain such knowledge would have brought. It still is painful but I am speaking out in the 
hopes that I might help protect other children from having to experience what I went 
through. 
 
I am asking you to support the Child Victims Act. I believe it will protect children today 
by allowing victims like me who could not speak about it sooner to do so now. It will 
allow victims to expose predators so parents will know to keep their young ones away 
from the predators.  I know if my mother and father had known that the police officer 
down the block was a child molester they would have kept me away from him. No one 
had warned them. This bill will help parents be warned. 
 
I do not understand all the psychological reasons for it but I know I could not tell about it 
until I was well into adulthood. I have met dozens, maybe hundreds of other survivors, 
and just about everyone of them, like me, couldn’t tell until later in life.  
 
If I could have spoken up sooner I would have. If I had spoken up sooner it would have 
helped me as I suffered for decades without understanding why. 



 
Please support the bill to allow other children to be protected and to give victims a 
chance to hold the predators and those who enabled them accountable. 
 


